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Preludes 
T.S. Eliot 

 
IV. 

 
His soul stretched tight across the skies 

That fade behind a city block, 
Or trampled by insistent feet 

At four and five and six o’clock; 
And short square fingers stuffing pipes, 

And evening newspapers, and eyes 
Assured of certain certainties, 

The conscience of a blackened street 
Impatient to assume the world. 

 
I am moved by fancies that are curled 

Around these images, and cling: 
The notion of some infinitely gentle 

Infinitely suffering thing. 
 

Wipe your hand across your mouth, and laugh; 
The worlds revolve like ancient women 

Gathering fuel in vacant lots. 
 

Time-Stone 
Lola Ridge 

 
Hallo, Metropolitan- 

Ubiquitous windows staring all ways, 
Red eye notching the darkness. 

No use to ogle that slip of a moon. 
This midnight the moon, 

Playing virgin after all her encounters, 
Will break another date with you. 

You fuss an awful lot, 
You flight of ledger books, 

Overrun with multiple ant-black figures 
Dancing on spindle legs 
An interminable can-can. 

But I’d rather… like the cats in the alley… count time 
By the silver whistle of a moonbeam 

Falling between my stoop-shouldered walls, 
Than all your tally of the sunsets, 
Metropolitan, ticking among stars. 
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˙̇ Œ œ ˙b ™ œœb œœb œœb œœœœb œœœœ ˙̇̇̇bbb Œ œ
U
->

˙̇
˙ Ó Œ œb œb œ œb œ œœœb œœœ ˙̇̇bb Œ

œ->
U
b

3



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

C

C

29

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno.

31

S.

A.

T.

B.

Pno.

&bbbb ∑
frenetic

∑

&bbbb
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fuss an aw ful- lot,you fuss an aw ful- lot, you fuss an aw ful- lot,you fuss an aw ful- lot, you
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fuss,
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w->

œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ ™
™ œœ œœ

r
≈ œ
œj

w-> w->
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œ
œJ

w-
>

w-
>

w->œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œR ≈ w->œJ
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flight,
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But
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with natural ease
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